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118.    It happened that the very indifferent state of the General's
health obliged him to quit Madras before the arrival of the above treasure
or of our letters which  advised him of it.    He nevertheless gave  the
Admiral a confirmation of the assurances he had made to him; and our
letter to Sir Eyre Coote was in course received by his secretary after his
departure from Madras, and communicated to Lord Macartney as author-
ity for him to order the repayment of the Admirars loan.   His Lordship
however did not receive it as authority, because our letter to that Govern-
ment did not express an order for it in terms, and this remittance was
otherwise appropriated.

119.    No doubt Sir Eyre Coote, whose feelings were by his indisposi-
tion and former differences with  the Government at  Madras rendered
uncommonly acute and irritable, was hurt by this stain cast upon his
credit, but as the Admiral, knowing the cause of it, had written to him
in consequence that he was not immediately in want of payment, and
proceeded afterwards with the fleet to Bombay, we thought it would be
early enough  to provide for  this  claim  upon the  General's return  to
resume the command of the army in the Carnatic, which at our solicitation
he agreed to do as soon as the state of his health would permit him.   But
to avoid a future disappointment he desired to possess the only means of
commanding the certain liquidation of his bond to the Admiral by having
the treasure consigned to him as before, we therefore resolved immediately
to consign these supplies to Sir Eyre Coote.

We must confess that we were aware of the precarious state of
health in which the General embarked on this service, but we could not
without wounding his feelings have proposed any alternative for the
delivery of the treasure in the event of his death, especially as we ourselves
had been solely instrumental in pressing him to such a resolution.

The event of his death unfortunately happened. The treasure
was in consequence lodged in charge of Colonel Owen, a gentleman of
his family; and the Admiral made an early claim for the reimbursement
of his loan. Colonel Owen offered to deliver up the treasure to the Presi-
dent and Council at Fort St. George burthened with the condition of the

bond, but they did not chuse to receive it on those
Committec terms; the money therefore remained with Colonel

Owen who wrote by an express dispatch to us for our
orders concerning the disposal of it. We instantly ordered him to deliver
it up to the Government of Fort St. George, and directed them to discharge
the Admiral's demand.

In the meantime the San Carlos arrived at Madrass with the
second consignment which, in like manner with the
Secret Consultation   g^ was delivered into the charge of Colonel Owen.
7tpubii!f    Consulta- His  correspondence   with   the   Government   of  Fort
tions *6th May, yd St. George concerning it will be seen both in their
fuly-                         records and ours, but the issue was that they acquiescr
ed in his desire to pay off the General's bond, which was accordingly done